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T H E  K O R E A N  \ V A R  

North Korean and Chinese Communist propaganda provides no readily d i s -  
cernible anscer t o  the two qucstions obscuring Communist intenttons i n  
mt ic ipa t ion  of the resumption of thc plenary truce sessions--the iden- 
t i t y  of the neutral nation to which disaffected POc's vrould be entrusted, 
and the ultimate disposition t o  be made of those vho pers is t  i n  t he i r  
unwillingness t o  return home. 
from comment of the l a s t  two week&: 

The following sa l icn t  elcments derive 

Although the Communists i n s i s t  that  the Chou-Kim proposal 
is f'highly constructiveff and includcs "obvious conccssions, 
p a r t l l e l  references achi t  tha t  the concessions a re  '!pro- 
cc-durallf rather than substantive, and res ta te  the thesis  
t h a t  prisoners must ultimately be treated in  striot accord- 
ance v;Fa Geneva Convention stipulations making f u l l  re- 
patr ia t ion mandatory m 

The mild tone of Chinese Communist propaganda specifically 
related to the new proposals is not reflected i n  gcneral 
comment, which continues to  assa i l  American bes t ia l i ty  and , 
fear  of peace, 

Peking was quick to exploit the prisoner exchange with 
highly emotionaiized statements contrasting tile cxar.iplary 
treatment accorded Communist-held Potjs with the a3use and 
degradation suffered by captured Communist personnel in 
U. N, prisoner stockades, 

Although noted by Peking, recent UeS. statements concerning 
the integration of tlic Korean problem with tha t  of Wo- 
china and Malaya have e l ic i ted  l i t t l e  comment, and-$%e plan 
t o  divide Korea a t  its narrow vaist has been described 
solely as something which Ifcannot but  evoke our serious 
a t  tmtion.  It 

Pyongyang has retained an a t t i tude  of greater intraasi-  
gence i n  regard to  present developments, has revived the 
charge tha t  the UoNo is planning full-scale aggressive I 

action i n  Korea and has promised tha t  the Chinese a d  
Korean forces will eventually drive the enemy forces out 
of the country. 

Ghou-K-.n P x o s a l  a IIConstructivef! Contribution to  Pcacg: 
to i n s i s t  tha t  the Chou-Kim proposal' of 30 March contains %bvious conces- 
sionslf which consti tute a lfconstructiven contribution to the resolution of 
the  prisoner issue. 
17 April made no mention of the senior UmN, delegate's nomination of 
Switzerland as the neutral  custodial natjon, but noted with apparent alarm 
the threat  tha t  the sessions would be curtailed once more should they f a i l  
to provide concrete indications of a s h i f t  i n  position on the POV issue. 

Peking cont,,iues 

The Communist reply to General Harrison's l e t t e r  of 
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tltliough t2e reply s ta ted that  no further recess should be envisaged in 
viex of the constructive nature of the concees$ons, paral le l  comment has 
admitted tha t  the concessions a re  procedural &%her tlian substmtive and 
there have been rei terat ions tha t ,  a1 POWs must eventually be repatriated 
i n  s t r i c t  accordance w i t h  Geneva Convention stipulations. 

AntiLU, S. Virnlenbe Outweiphs Amenabflity: The greater amenability re- 
flected i n  cowmait specifically rela$ed to .the detente on the prisoner 
issue has not extended to general d~gcussion of the ~ i a r ,  and the attacks 
on UeS, inliumanit.y and fear  of peace'have grown i n  virulence and volume 
since the exchange 
have voiced new ch 
have been conventi 
refuse repatriation. 

Communist Qnac ia t  . 
Peking quickly m p  
corresponddnt A I m  l;lbrAngton noting : the 1% tidking contrastlf between the 
~lv~armly cled, sun-turned, smilingll'$O\Vs returned by the Communists and the 
Ithaggard, sclris.en-lfaced ghosts of m tottered from UoN, wbulances. 
This line, which was subsequently choed i n  other propaganda, was anti-  
cipated pr ior  to  the exchange by frbquent reminders tha t  returned Chinese 
and North Korean WL's mould need exliepded medical treatment to  repair  the 
ravages of disease, malnutrition an use result ing from inhuman treat-  
ment i n  U,N, prisoner stockades, ent charges have also been made 
tha t  repatrfated American personn 
revealing the facTs concei-ning t h  
the i r  corroboTation of the Corrmun 
warfare. 

Ulxvan, Qxbchhese Wars Have No Realrinfpon Koyean Settlem 
noted recent American press reports cozicerning a possible 
seek a package settlement of a l l  Far Eastern wars, but b 
the wars in Malaya and Indochina are  V t t e r l y  irrelevantll tQ the Korean 
situation,ha8 made l i t t l e  comruent. PEQPLE'S DAILY on 19 A p r i l  deplored the 
general tendency i n  the United S ta tes  to 810bstruct the truce talks and 
create diff icul t ies"  and dic8ged tha t  such hindrances stem from an American 
fear  of peace and the resultant disorientation of Americars war-battqned 
economy. The plan to seek a permanent division of Korea a t  ioS narrow waist 
drew only the notation that such a s p l i t  muld glace 85 percent of Korea 
under the  Rhee "puppet regheft  and "cannot but evoke our serlous attentQn.l8 

ww Notes Imminence of U.N. Offensive, Predicts Complete Cormuntst 
V i c t m y :  Although North Korean transmitters have' fa i thfu l ly  f a l b n  'in Xine 
vdth the Communist thesis  tha t  the new proposal should bring a quick end to 
the Korean impasse, there has been l i t t l e  abaterqent of Pyongyang's virulent 
anti-American propaganda, The recently dorman$ charge that  U,N, forces a re  
preparhg a major offensive to redean Pregident Eisenhowerrs pre-election 
pledge has been revlved, and the charge has been countered by the promise 
tha t  the Koreans and Chinese w U l  eventurilly d r i v e  the enemy out 9f Qe 
country. 

e intimidsted 'Go fo re s t a l l  t he i r  
treatment by the Communists and 

ges concerning bacteriological 
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N O R T H  K O R E A  

U.S. Retains &a? essive Desims: Pyongyang broadcasts on the general scope 
of the var contain no assumption of an end to hos t i l i t i e s ;  instead they 
warn North Koreans of Itever-greater hzrdshlps to be overcome before u l t i -  
mate victory is won.11 Government concern tha t  the population may relax 
its war e f fo r t  i n  response t o  the new peace moves is  implied i n  the fre- 
quent warn-hgs t h a t  the enemy be ta ins t t  its aggressive designs on the 
Fatherland. 
vdth any enemy move arqvhere a t  any Wraett is similar t o  t h a t  voiced la te  
l a s t  year i n  anticipation of an Eisenhower-inspired U,N. offensive. 

Pjongyang's warning tha t  the people tlmust be prepared t o  deal 

Although warning of a continued struggle, Pyongyang reassures its listeners 
of the consistent Communist support for  peace as  exemplified i n  the 
S t a l i n i s t  peace policy carried on by Malerkov, 
the Chou-Kim Seace proposals is cited as  "another indicationtt of t h i s  same 
policy. 

Pyongyang denounces South Korean opposition to a truce and uses the occa- 
sion t o  repeat the familiar re f ra in  tha t  the l1puppetstf need the war to re- 
t a i n  the i r  power and f u l f i l l  t he i r  greed, 
ridiculed, however, and there is no attempt to  picture  the opposition as 
a serious obstacle t o  possible agreement, 

References to the North Korean release of Br i t i sh  and French internees and 
broadcasts of interviews w i t h  these internees pr ior  to the i r  departure a r e  
apparently designed to fos te r  the impression of correct and humanitarian 
treatment of captives by the.North Koreans, A NODONG SIFMJN ed i to r i a l  ex- 
p l i c i t l y  contrasts this  evidence of North Korean liumani.-Ly with tioc bar- 
bar i ty  displayed by the Auericans i n  the p r imn  camps mder t h e i r  control. 

,Farm ShortaRes and Pol i t ica l  Indoctrination Claim Attcntlors-I: Uith the 
spring farming season a t  harid, Pyongyang devotes increasing at tent ion t o  
the n s d s  of agriculture, Shortages of manpover, Zlraft animals, fe?%i- 
lizet. .md b o l s  remain, and comment urges the extensive use of mutual-aid 
and oxen tkms to accornylis:? necessary plowing and sovring. Spacial atten- 
t i on  is given t o  the us? of ttEuperior seeds" and a Seed Mn.Lniotrat4on 
Office is to be established to  coordinate the ra i s ing  and dis t r ibut ion of 
superior seeds under a single S ta t e  plan, Respns ib i l i t y  f o r  implementing 
this pian is vested in agricultural  experts who are  instructed to substi- 
t u t e  Soviet agricultural  theory and experience f o r  the ltur,scientif icIt 
Japanese methodso 

Peasant resistance t o  the new methods 1s foreseen and intensive publ ic i ty  
is planned to overcome this, The po l i t i ca l  un re l i ab i l i t r  of the peasants 
also apparently renains a problm, fo r  I IF l i t i ca l ly  rnatuWf laborers, 
c l e r i ca l  workers and army personnel who a re  t o  assist i n  f a m  work are 
urged to use r e s t  periods and evening hours t o  carry out  ipdoctrinatton 
of the pecsantse 
the Government appnreii+,l.\r is more interested i n  appeascment than i n  coer- 
cion, as demonstrat.ed b-j the admonition to  worker teams to  l e a m  the needs 
and wishes of the farrnecs so tha t  the Goveiment may respond quickly, 

Molotovfs endorsement of 

South Korean resistance .is 

4- 

B 
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Despite the apparent backwardness of the farm population, 
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State Encoui*aees&upalemental Urban F-ing: North Korean awareness of 
the di f f icu l t ies  vmrkers face i n  providhg a secure livelihood is indi- 
cated i n  a reaent Cabinet decree call ing f o r  encoura&ement of farming 
and s idel ine au t iv i t ies  f o r  employees of State bureaus, cooperatives, 
and other concerns. These ac t iv i t i e s  a re  deemed important i n  ra is ing 
the real wages of the people, i n  supplementing their food supply and im-  
proving their livelihood. The organizations concerned are instructed to 
take active steps t o  ass fs t  th is  act ivi ty  by acquiring farms, ranches 
and production f a d l i t i e s .  W t h e r  evidence of the Oovernment's conoern 
is revealed in the order t h a t  a l l  province-operated ranches are  to be 
turned over to major mine and industr ia l  establishments fo r  operation * 
by the concerned employees. These measures also seem designed to over- 
come possible transportation and distribution d t f f icu l t ies  by making each 
urban unit os self-sufffcient a8 possible. 

z n t i n u e s  to stress the a c h i w s t g ,  l a r  ely techhical, achieved under 

people concernin the strength of the i r  benefactor. Soviet assistance to  
North Korea is b ci gh$y lauded aol the  anniversary of Staling6 g i f t  of 50,000 
tons of flour, the only specific instance of Soviet aid to Korea e q l i c i t l y  
broadcast during the past  year. In  contrast to  the consistent attention 
paid to Stalinfs g i f t  of f lour  is the  brief mention of Soviet assistance 
in the form of %housands of tans of ohanical f e r t i l i z ~ r , ' ~  400 t rao toys  
and other Soviet equipment. This mention occurs in comment on spring 
farming preparations and 110 special attention is given to  receipt of the 
aid,  It seem8 possible tha t  the egqlpment and fer t i l i r ter  were delivered 
some time ago, f o r  recent receipt of' a g i f t  of this s i ze  would i n  a l l  
likelihood have received extensive propaganda exploitation. 

ference Paid ,%viet P rorrress fstance: Conrment on the Soviet Vnion 
' the Lenindtal in  leademhip and seems de8 f gned to reas8urg $he Korean 

i c f a l  Messapes Simed by Vice FbreiggJ&nisterr fie c x c w g e  of megsages 
!%ween North ICorean and Hungarian officials on the occasi$ '  of the anniver- 
sary of Hungary's l iberation during World War 11 reveals tha t  Vice Foreign 
Minister Lee Tong Kun continues to sign o f f i a i a l  Foreign Ministry d o o ~ t s .  
Pyongyang broadcasts have given no indication of Pak Hun Yong's whereabouts, 
but Lee Tong K u n  1s still referred to as the Vice Minister and has @vi- 
dently not replaced Pak off ic ia l ly .  

S C l l l T I I B  : Pusan R eauests p 11 Voice i n  Korean Settlemctn$ 
South Korean reaction to  the peace pmpcsals ar.d to the specific problems 
of repatriation is largely confined to  broaduasts of the of f i c i a l  resolu- 
t ions and announcements released by the Government, the National Assembly 
and by various off ioials ,  Early reaction stressed the minimum conditions 
advocated by South Korea for  an armistice, which included the unification 
of the country. Later comment, however, dealt  with various conditions 
surrounding the question of repatriation, includfng requests f o r  the re- 
turn of llkidnappedll South Korean civil ians and National Assemblpnen. N l  
uitizenship was offered to North Korean prisoners who r e s i s t  repatriation, 
Concern over the possibility that  the Republic of Korea may not be accorded 
a f u l l  and of f i c i a l  voice in a l l  transactions seems geramount i n  all cow 
ment, however. 
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